
 

Hawk Highlight 

Mr. Johnson Mrs. Young Ms. Sabin 



Hawk Families: 

 

Life at Hendricks is moving right along and October was action packed!  I would like to thank all of our parents and families who attended parent/teacher confer-

ences. Communication between home and school is essential for student success.  It is great to see Hawk families and staff members working together as partners 

to ensure our students are meeting their potential.  

 

Also in October, students and staff took the time to concentrate on health and well-being during our Wellness and Red Ribbon Week.  Classes celebrated with 

themed spirit days each day of the week, healthy snacks in classroom, and fun activities at lunch and during the day.  We kicked off our weekly Walk Around 

Wednesday tradition with many students and staff joining in the healthy fun! 

 

The first quarter awards assemblies recognized students in 1st—6th grade for their academic and social achievements in school.  Students were so excited and 

proud as they were honored for their efforts!  The support students receive at home is evident. Please continue to encourage your child to complete his or her 

homework, practice basic math facts and mathematics problem-solving strategies learned in class, and READ, READ, READ.  Thank you for helping our young 

learners develop strong academic skills and work habits so that they can apply these skills throughout their lives.  You may view the names of our blue and gold 

honor roll awardees on our website.   

 

As we look forward to Thanksgiving, we would like to wish each of our families a healthy and happy holiday.  We are thankful for your support and partnership.  

Hendricks is a wonderful place because of our students, staff and families.  We are thankful for our community.   

Upcoming events:  
 
Thursday, November 3: Cross Country Meet at Hendr icks 
Monday, November 7: 3rd Grade presents “Aarf!” the Musical, 6:00 pm 
Tuesday, November 8: Smile! Fall Picture Retake Day 
Thursday, November 10: Lockdown Practice Drill at lunch (more information coming soon) 
Friday, November 11: Veteran’s Day, No School 
Monday, November 14 – Wednesday, November 23: DAP Testing for  students in grades 3-6 
Monday and Tuesday, November 21 and 22: Grandparents Breakfast and Lunch  
Monday, November 21 – Saturday, December 3: Scholastic Book Fair  
Wednesday, November 23: Ear ly Release, Noon Dismissal 
Thursday and Friday, November 24 and 25: Thanksgiving Holiday, No School 

 
Please mark your calendars for  Hendricks Holiday and the Hendricks PTO present: STEAM Saturday on Saturday, December 3rd.  Hendricks Holiday is always 
a great community event in which staff, students and families can bond and have some holiday fun!  This year our Science, 
Technology, Engineer ing, Ar t, and Mathematics theme are sure to make it extra special!  Be sure to follow our  PTO 
on Facebook to get PTO news and updates on events. 
 

 

Respectfully, 

Tabetha Finchum 

Notes from Mrs. Finchum 



 

What’s Happening in First Grade? 

In Mr. Johnson’s class 

We are completing some interesting science lessons that tie into our reading curriculum. We have raised caterpillars that 
turned into butterflies and studied the bones of the hand. 
 
Our field trip to the zoo was a chance to see the animals we have been reading about--live and in person. Mrs. Young pro-
vided us with cool sketch books to draw giraffes, lions, and other animals from around the world. We are using those 
sketches to write paragraphs with first-hand description and details. 
 
Our rewards system is enticing students to achieve and be on their best behavior. They earn “fluffy puffies” for academic 
effort throughout the day and a big “fluffy puffy” for safe and kind behavior combined with that good classwork.  Many 
students are focused on filling their plastic cups with those coveted fluffies and their personal goals that come with it.. 
 

Our parents have been providing incredible snacks for the kids to get their work jump started. Healthy apple and straw-

berry bars from Costco, fruit snacks, cheddar crackers and allergy friendly items have been streaming into the classroom. 

The school has been distributing other healthy snacks such as pears, bananas, and apples. If you have a snack that you 

would like to send to the class, it is always appreciated.   

 

Our reading levels continue to rise. Many students are mastering their quarterly vocabulary words and are becoming flu-

ent readers. You can see that this is becoming important to the students. 

 

Much of the success can be attributed to outstanding homework and parental involvement 



 

What’s Happening in First Grade? 

In Mrs. Young’s class 

We’ve been known to get inspired and turn our classroom into an art studio, painting beautiful sunflowers in the style 

of Vincent van Gogh that you’ll find exhibited throughout the school! Our next artist study will be bouquets in the style 

of Pablo Picasso. We are authors and illustrators of our own Animal Report! We spent three weeks researching, writing 

and editing. We love peer & cooperative editing the best! Thank you Mrs. Devoy for helping us find just the right books!  

 

Next, we’re excited to be writing a step-by-step “How-To” Make a New Friend book. We’re performing Readers’ Theater 

to give us experience with reading, singing and expression in front of an audience! We make our own character crowns 

and practice in guided reading and learning centers. It’s a BLAST!  

 

Speaking of reading…we are practicing our popcorn words, nonsense words and our reading fluency in every lesson 

every day because that’s what good readers do! We R-E-A-D the day away!  

 

Thank you for the continued support of sending healthy snacks and mini water bottles for the class. The generosity is 

heartfelt. You are making a difference in our day by doing so!  

 

Please contact me or Mrs. McCarthy if you can help in any way for the upcoming show on December 13th. Look for 

notes coming home about donations, costumes and a way you can pitch in! Most appreciative for your support!  



 

What’s Happening in First Grade? 

In Ms. Sabin’s class 

In Ms. Sabin’s Class We are enjoying the fall season in room 12. We cleaned and craved three pumpkins 

after learning about the pumpkin life cycle. We will be keeping the seeds to plant later in the year. Your 

students have participated in making fall trees and scarecrows that will decorate the school this month.  

 

Thank you to all the parents that helped with our amazing Zoo field trip. The kids loved seeing the ani-

mals they did reports on.  

 

Another special thank you to the parents for all the amazing donations we received for our Halloween 

party. We got to continue our learning about pumpkins by trying pumpkin bread, pie and seeds. The kids 

voted that their favorite was pumpkin bread. We cannot wait to start practicing for our winter show. If 

you are interested in helping, look for information coming soon or contact me.  

 

Lastly please send your child with a water bottle daily and a snack. We are running low on snacks so do-

nations would be appreciated. Thank you again for making this an amazing beginning of the year keep 

up the good work of reading nightly and turning in homework daily.  



 

 

What’s Happening at Hendricks? 

-Thank you for your help at the Mini-Muster and for all of the  

donations last month! Your generosity means so much to us! 

 

-We loved meeting you for conferences and appreciate all you 

are doing to help your child succeed in 2nd grade!  

 

-Please keep reading and doing the weekly fluency!  

 

-We look forward to meeting Grandparents later this month! 

3rd Grade music performance “ARF”  

November 7th at 6 pm.  Students should be in their class-

rooms that night by 5:45 pm.  We will also be going on 

two field trips in November.  One to the Junior High play 

on November 9 and one to the Desert Museum on  

November 15th. 

Fourth Grade Important Dates: 

November 1—Saguaro National Park Field Trip 

November 9—FWJH Play Field Trip 

November 22—MOCA Art Lesson 



 

 

What’s Happening at Hendricks? 

 

 Congratulations to all Hendricks Chess students who have been 
brave to compete at the Tucson Mall. Bianca Ortega, in 5th grade 
tied for third place and earned a medallion Sept 25. In October's 
tournament, Abraham Perkins took home the third-place trophy 
and Luca DeFilippis earned a medallion.  

Grandparents Days Breakfast/Lunch 

November 21st and 22nd  

7:15 am  Breakfast 

10:45 am Lunch 

Look for information to come home with students! 



 

 

What’s Happening at Hendricks? 

3rd grade will be presenting their performance of "Arf!" on Novem-
ber 7th at 6:00pm.  You won't want to miss this canine musical of 
kindness, courage and calamity!   
 
The District Band and Orchestra Festivals are for 6th grade students 
only this year.  Students must pass their playing quizzes and have 
excellent behavior in order to participate.  The festival for band is 
on November 16th and the festival for orchestra is on November 
17th.  Both festivals are at Flowing Wells High School and begin at 
6pm.  Ask your child for permission slips that will be sent home 
soon. 

     It’s time for before school Flag Football.  This quarter all 4th, 

5th and 6th grade students that are on a team will be competing 

before school in Flag Football. 

     The Hendricks Hawks After School Flag Football season will 

begin shortly after Cross Country ends.   

     If you have questions, please contact Coach Steve Ambuehl at 

520-696-8406 or stephen.ambuehl@fwusd.org.  



 

 

What’s Happening at Hendricks? 

BOOK FAIR—November 21—December 3 

Hours for the book fair 

November 21 

Lunch – Students and Grandparents only 

 

November 22 

7:30—7:55—Grandparents, Parents and students 

Lunch—Students and Grandparents only 

2:15—3:15  - Parents and students 

 

November 23 

7:30—7:55—Parents and students 

Lunch—Students 

12:05—1:00—Parents and students 

BOOK FAIR—November 21—December 3 

Hours for the book fair 

November 28-29 

Lunch – Students and Grandparents only 

After School—Parents and students 

 

November 30-December 2 

7:30—7:55—Grandparents, Parents and students 

Lunch—Students and Grandparents only 

2:15—3:15  - Parents and students 

 

December 3 

Open during Hendricks “STEAM” Holiday 

Come and support Hendricks Book Fair!   

This allows us to purchase more books for our library for our students! 




